
listen to the people, not

iusttheAll roads lohhy
YOU have. reported comments by
the Conservative candidates for
Eastbourne and Lewes about the
planned improvements to the A27.

As concerned locals we wish to
set out some facts about the A27
which the candidates have ig-
nored.

The budget of 175 million for
online and safety imlrrovements
(Highways.England consulted on
these in 2016) was secured by then
MP for Lewes Norman Baker be-
fore the 2015 election.

This was and is hugely welcome
and shsuld improve.the lives of
both residents and users of the
road.

Any new road, costing up to
f400 million, would be at least ten
and even 15 yearb awalr Costs tend
to go up.

The Conservative candidates'
move to get the Transport Secre-
tary Chris Grayling to siphon off
13 million of the budget for imme-
diate A27 improvements to fund
a feasibility study for a road that
may never be built is not in our
opinion either good planning or a
success for locals.

It's simply electioneering - and
could delay improvements.

The chamber of commerce in
Eastbourne has been lobbying for
a ndw road for some time.

Howeveq the last Government-
funded study (which Grayling has
clearly ignored) found it to be such
bad value for taxpayers' money
that the Treasury was not even
askbd to look at it.

ttaffic levels on this stretch of
the A27 have fluctuated over the
last 15 years, rising and falling
with peaks in 2008 and 20015 and
troughs in 2000 and 2012.

Extra capacity with a 9400 mil-
lion completely new road would

lead to gridlock at both the Lewes
and Polegate ends, especially with
more housing in the Polegate,/
Hail$ham area planned and com-
ing on stream without the high
qualrty alternatives to the car
desperately needed in a growing
Eastbourne, travel to work area
- there's a deafening si-lence on'
these.

In Lewes, the roads are already
crammed at peak hours.

A new road in the Low Weald
Overlooked (and loudly ovejrheard)
by the South Downs, next to and
partially within the National
Park, would cause huge environ-
mental damage.

.Any new road would cauSe ir-
reversible harm to interests of ai-
knowledged importance.

In our view the smaller scale
schemes on the A27 already con'
sulted upon will brinB quick wins
at reasonable cost, making sub-
stantial difference to the lives.of
residents and visitors alike, while
protecting some of the UK's flnest
landscapes, a priceless national
asset.

Put simply, the minister'should
give the 13 million back to enable
Highways England to "get on with
the job".

Perhaps the most remarkable
aspect of Secretary of State Gray-
Iing's pronouncement is an ap-
parent total igrrorance of the un-
realised potential of the parallel"
railway line to accommodate more
and better train services.

Secretary of state, do come
again (by train) and talk to a true
cross section of residents, not just
the roads lobby, aka the secr"etive
A27 Reference Group.
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